
FOR BOXING FANS 
 

Do You Share My Disappointment? 

 

By Alvin Mason 

 

 

 In the 70’s and early 80’s I was a boxing fanatic.  Together with my circle of 

friends I watched just about every big fight. 

 

 Thinking back, I always laughed to myself at professional wrestling fans.  I used 

to ask, “Why do you watch this fake crap?”  Then I had to ask myself that same question 

after many controversies in boxing.  The last straw was the decision in the Leonard-

Hearns II, fight.  A fight Hearns dominated--to include Leonard hitting the canvas.  The 

decision was a draw.   

 

In the past year I got the itch after hearing the pre-fight hype and watched two 

fights:  The Holyfield-Lewis and the De La Hoya-Trinidad dances.  Now I wonder am I 

the only one who thinks boxing is a soap opera.  Boxing promoters remind me of soap 

opera writers as they conspire to set up lucrative rematches. 

 

 To see where we are now let’s see where we came from.  The good ‘ol days when 

there were only eight champions.  Does anybody know how many champions there are 

now?  How many organizations or how many weight classes? 

 

 Now, let’s remember the classic fights.  After people spend money to see a big 

fight live, or the not so financially fortunate plan their weekends around a big fight-- 

whose house to watch it at, what to bring, etc, the least they can expect is a good fight.  

Were Ali-Frazier 1, 2, and 3 worth the trouble?  Were Leonard-Hearns, Leonard-Duran 

worth the effort?  These were all close-circuit fights without at home convenience.  How 

about Hagler vs. Hearns, Mathew Saad Muhammad vs. Braxton, Sanchez vs. Gomez, or 

Sanchez vs. anyone, and my personal all-time favorite – Arquello-Pryor I? 

 

 The Holyfield-Lewis and De La Hoya-Trinidad fights were such disappointments, 

that any prudent person will think twice before spending hard earned money to watch 

another fight. 

 

 In the Holyfield-Lewis fight, Lewis, the big strong wannabe champion specializes 

in defense and counter punching.  He does not possess the disposition or attitude to be a 

champion.  The fact that such a timid professional boxer was robbed in a heavyweight 

championship fight should sound alarms to all boxing fans past and present.  Fight fans 

should be concerned about the possible corruption involved in the decision, as well as the 

watered-down version of a champion, especially a heavyweight champion. 

 



 The De La Hoya-Trinidad fight promised to be arguably the best fight ever, 

featuring two true champions with champions’ hearts (i.e., a will to win).  But what 

happened? 

 

 The early rounds (1 – 3) were understandable.   Both fighters had enormous 

respect for each other, more than they led on publicly.  But after the feeling out process a 

fight never broke out. 

 

 There is only one excuse for this.  De La Hoya’s best weapon, his left, and 

Trinidad’s best, his right, were defensively engaged.  It seemed that both fighters had 

instructions to watch the other’s best weapon.  That put both fighters’ best weapon in a 

defense first mode.  With both fighters using their best weapons to counter, the action 

was stymied. 

 

 The other reason the fight was a dud was heart.  In this fight neither fighter 

displayed the pride or heart of a true champion.  Salvador Sanchez is one example of a 

champion with heart.  Aaron Pryor in his prime was another example.  A fighter willing 

to take a punch, for a chance to deliver a punch. 

 

 It doesn’t take heart to pick up one-third of a championship belt-- fighting with an 

organization that does not recognize your most formidable potential opponent.  There are 

managers who refuse to put their named fighter in a fight they could lose, until the big 

payday.  Today, does any champion fight all comers?  Supposedly, De La Hoya was this 

type of champion, a fighter who would accept all challenges.  The Chavez, Whitaker, and 

Quartey fights were supposed to be proof.  Does any informed boxing fan really think 

any of these fights presented De La Hoya a great challenge? 

 

 What about Trinidad?  Did you see the attitude of someone who felt he could not 

win a decision?  Let’s go back to Duran-Leonard I.  Remember the Sports Illustrated 

article, “No Way Sugar Ray?”  Duran was depicted as an upset, jealous, veteran fighter 

who fought all comers, only to watch a media darling take all the glory.  So eager was 

Duran to fight Leonard that he skipped over the super lightweight and junior 

welterweight divisions going straight from lightweight to welterweight just to fight 

Leonard.  Remember that fight--you could feel the determination in Duran, and the 

contempt he had for Leonard during the fight was obvious.  Question, did Felix Trinidad, 

display anything close to Duran’s emotion? 

 

 The decision was terrible.   The fight was a draw.  De La Hoya had an early lead 

and blew the fight either thinking or being told he had an insurmountable lead.  The 

excuse about he wanted to put on a boxing clinic lends credence to the conspiracy theory. 

 

 But the worst part of the fight scenario was not the fight or the decision, it was the 

commentary.  The fight announcers’ perception that De La Hoya was dominating the 

fight was ludicrous.  The newspaper accounts which reported that Trinidad rallied in the 

late rounds, and De la Hoya looked tired and beaten were equally false.  The fight was 

strikingly similar to the very boring first fight between Marlon Starling and Donald 



Curry, a unification fight with two fighters so cautious that Starling’s foot-stomping 

flashiness outweighed the action.  As a matter of fact, the best fight of the night was the 

women. 

 

 Boxing is on a downward spiral.  Remember the 1996 Olympics when NBC gave 

boxing minimal coverage.  There is a growing percentage of the population that thinks 

the violence in boxing is inhuman.  It is also ironic that the people who watch a fight to 

see violence are not seeing a real fight.  There is a growing percentage of boxing fans 

who believe the conspiracy theory.  Boxing scenarios are set up for big paydays.  Fighters 

finally meet each other three years later than they should (Holyfield-Lewis).  But the De 

La Hoya-Trinidad fight put two fighters in their prime.  Hence, the great disappointment. 

 

 When the Lewis-Holyfield rematch and the Trinidad-De La Hoya rematch take 

place, will you pay again for a chance to see what you should have seen the first time (a 

fight)?  Is it possible that Don King and Bob Arum are great actors who are slapping high 

fives with each other in a back room?  Has the World Wrestling Federation taken over 

boxing? 

 

  

 

 

 


